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DESCRIPTION OF EVENTS 

 
 
 
Barrels (Straights) 

This is a timed event.  Three barrels are placed equidistant apart (usually 52 feet) in a straight 
line down the center of the arena.  The contestant enters the arena and begins his/her Figure 8 
pattern on either side of the first barrel, crossing at the center barrel, turning at the end barrel, 
crossing again at the center barrel, and riding back to the start barrel.  There is a 5-second 
penalty for each barrel knocked over and disqualification for a broken pattern. 

 
English Equitation 

In this event, riders use an English saddle and tack.  They are judged on seat and hand positions 
and their ability to communicate with the horse such skills as transitions, halts, walk, circles and 
reverses.  Depending on class divisions, riders will be asked to trot or canter their horses. 

 
Western Equitation 

This event is similar to English Equitation except that riders will be using a Western saddle and 
tack.  They are judged on seat and hand positions and their ability to communicate with the 
horse such skills as transitions, halts, walk, circles and reverses.  Depending on class divisions, 
riders will be asked to trot or lope their horses. 

 
Trail  

Trail is an obstacle course for the horse and rider and provides a reasonable, fair test of skill 
levels.  The rider is judged on performing the course in sequence and demonstrating that he is 
initiating all steering and basic control of the horse. 

 
Showmanship at Halter 

In this event, the contestant is judged on his ability to present the horse at halter.  Points also 
are given on care and grooming of the horse by the contestant.  The conformation of the horse 
will not be judged. 
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