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Breeds of Rabbits
•	 American
•	 American Chinchilla
•	 American Fuzzy Lop
•	 Angora 
	 (French only)
•	 Californian
•	 Champagne D’Argent
•	 Cinnamon
•	 Crème D’Argent
•	 Dutch
•	 Dwarf Hotot
•	 English Lop
•	 English Spots
•	 Florida Whites
•	 French Lop
•	 Havana
•	 Himalayan
•	 Holland Lop
•	 Jersey Wooly
•	 Mini Lop
•	 Mini Rex
•	 Netherland Dwarf
•	 New Zealand
•	 Palomino
•	 Polish
•	 Rex
•	 Satin
•	 Tans

Other livestock shown:
•	 Boer goats
•	 Cavys
•	 Llamas
•	 Alpacas 
	 (Suri & Huacaya)
•	 Donkeys
•	 Mules
•	 Broilers
•	 Turkeys



125

Barrow – a young castrated male pig
Boar – an uncastrated male pig
Bovine – the scientific name for cattle
Broilers – chickens that are 6 to 13 weeks of age
Bull – a sexually mature male bovine
Calf – a sexually immature young bovine
Cavy – a species which includes the guinea pig
Cockerel – a young rooster, less than a year old
Cow – a mature female bovine
Colt – a young male horse (usually under 4 years of age)
Doe – an adult female rabbit or goat
Equestrian – one who rides horseback
Ewe – a female sheep
Filly – a young female horse (usually under 4 years of age)
Foal – a young horse or mule of either gender
Gelding – a castrated male horse
Gilt – a young female swine
Heifer – a female bovine less than 3 years of age which has 
not borne a calf
Hen – an adult female chicken or turkey
Jack – an uncastrated male donkey
Jenny – a female donkey
Kid – a young goat
Lamb – a sheep less than 1 year in age
Livestock – domestic farm animals kept for production pur-
poses (meat, milk, work, wool, etc.)
Mare – a female horse (usually more than 4 years of age)
Market Animal - livestock bred and produced for food con-
sumption
Mule – the sterile result of cross-breeding a female horse 
with a male donkey
Pig – a young swine (usually weighing less than 120 lbs.)
Polled – a naturally hornless animal
Ram – a male sheep
Ratite – a species of bird consisting of rheas, ostriches and 
emus
Rooster – an adult male chicken
Sow – a mature female swine
Stallion – uncastrated male horse of 4 years or more
Steer – a castrated male bovine

Livestock 
Glossary
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For three weeks in 2008, the Houston Livestock ShowTM will 
fill Reliant Center and Reliant Arena with world-class live-
stock exhibitors bringing their best stock for evaluation by 
professional judges. Aside from the exhibitors, more than 1 
million Show visitors are expected to view livestock ranging 
from cattle and horses to sheep and rabbits. 

More than 29,000 entries were part of the competition at 
the 2007 Show, all vying for top titles, ribbons, trophies and 
premiums in the show ring.

Professional breeders and ranchers, as well as Texas 4-H 
and FFA members, will fill the stalls with their livestock.

All junior livestock entrants must personally groom and raise 
their animals under the supervision of an agricultural science 
teacher or a county extension agent, and they must be at 
least 8 years old and in the third grade, or 9 years old to 19 
years old to enter.

The pinnacle of the junior livestock competition is the junior 
market auction program, where buyers pay phenomenal 
prices for livestock. All prize-winning animals are sold in 
one of the four junior market auctions, and each exhibitor is 
guaranteed an excellent price well above market value for his 
or her animal.

Livestock Show
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JUNIOR SHOWS
Breeding Beef Heifers
Dave Allen – Stonewall, Tex.
	    (Angus, ARB, 

Brahman, Red Angus, 
Red Brangus, & 
Simbrah) 

Mark McCully – Wooster, 
Ohio (Brangus, Hereford 
& Polled Hereford, 
Limousin, ORB, & 
Shorthorn)

Neely Nelson – Houston, 
Tex. (Beefmaster, 
Charolais, Maine-Anjou, 
Santa Gertrudis, & 
Simmental)

Breeding Beef Scramble
Heifers
Doug Pierce – Brenham, Tex. 
	    (American Breeds)
Jake Franke – 
           College Station, Tex. 
	    (British and European 
	    Breeds)
Breeding Sheep 
Craig Bechmier – 

Morrisonville, Ill.
Breeding Gilt
Will Winter – Idalou, Tex.
Market Barrow
Neil Planalp – Tipton, Idaho 
	 (Berkshire, Chester 

White, Hampshire, 
OPB, Poland China and 
Yorkshires)

Clint Schwab – Ames, Iowa
	 (Dark Crosses, Durocs, 

Light Weight Crosses 
and Other Crosses, and 
Spotted) 

Market Goat 
Marvin Ensor – San 
       Angelo, Tex.
Market Lamb
Brad Angus – Joliet, Ill.
Market Poultry
Jason Lee – Bryan, Tex. 

Livestock Show 
Judges

	    (Broilers - Cockerels 
	    Show)
Dennis Ellebracht – 
          Harper, Tex.
	    (Broilers - Pullets Show)
Dustin Morgenroth – 
         St. Hedwig, Tex.
	  (Turkeys - Toms)
Jason Mooney – Schertz, 

Tex. (Turkeys - Hens)
Market Steers
Dr. Scott Schaake – 

Manhattan, Kan. 

YOUTH SHOWS
Alpaca
Sara Jane Maclennan – 

Sedalia, Colo.
Boer Goats
Claire Powell – Eldorado, 

Tex.
Cavies
Gail Krall – San Antonio, Tex.
Wade Burkhalter – 
       Sedalia, Mo.
Todd Naragon – 
       Huntington, Ind.
John Soper – Caledonia, 

Mich.
Peter Herman – 
        Las Cruces, N.M.
Tex Thomas – 
       Marionville, Mo.
Tonna Thomas – 
       Marionville, Mo.
Dairy Goats
Elvin Evans – Anderson, S.C.  
Llama
Mark Smith – 
        Crawfordsville, Idaho 
Breeding Rabbits
Randy Shumaker – 

Tollhouse, Calif.
Mike Avesing – Muscatine, 

Iowa
Cheryl Blackman – 
        Houston, Tex.
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Rabbits
Randy Shumaker – 

Tollhouse, Calif.
Mike Avesing – Muscatine, 

Iowa
Cheryl Blackman – 
        Houston, Tex.
Texas Longhorn
Jim Williams – Boling, Tex. 

OPEN SHOWS 
Alpaca
Sara Jane Maclennan – 

Sedalia, Colo.
Boer Goats
Robert Duke – Utopia, Tex.
Cavies & Breeding Rabbits
Gail Krall – San Antonio, Tex.
Wade Burkhalter – 
       Sedalia, Mo.
Todd Naragon – 
       Huntington, Ind.
John Soper – Caledonia, 

Mich.
Peter Herman – 
        Las Cruces, N.M.
Tex Thomas – 
       Marionville, Mo.
Tonna Thomas – 
       Marionville, Mo.
Dairy Cattle
Charles Hutchison – 
        Baton Rouge, La. 
Dairy Goats
Elvin Evans – Anderson, S.C.  
Llama
Mark Smith – 
       Crawfordsville, Ind. 
Breeding Sheep
Craig Beckmier – 

Morrisonville, Ill.

OPEN CATTLE 
American Red Brangus
Lorna Pelton – College 

Station, Tex.
Angus
Ryan Sweeney – 
       Fairmont, Okla. 
Beefmaster
Chris Sankey – Council 

Grove, Kan. 
Belgian Blue 
Cindy Berner-Schlichte
	  – Merrill, Iowa

Braford 
Jack Ward – 
        Kansas City, Mo. 
Brahman
Jim Williams – Boling, Tex. 
Brahmousin
Paul Maulsby – College 

Station, Tex.
Braunvieh
Chris Sankey – Council 

Grove, Kan.   
Bravado
Levi Douglas – Bryan, Tex. 
Charolais
Jary Douglas – Athens, Ga.  
Dexter
Levi Douglas – Bryan, Tex. 
Gelbvieh
Brant Poe – Brenham, Tex. 
Hereford/Polled Hereford
Mark Ebeling – Cleburne, Tex 
International Brangus
Jack Ward – 
       Kansas City, Mo.  
Limousin
Jary Douglas – Athens, Ga. 
Lowline Angus
Pasquale Swaner – 
       Marlin, Tex. 
Maine-Anjou 
Blake Nelson – Warner, Okla.  
Miniature Herefords 
Pasquale Swaner– 
       Marlin, Tex.
Miniature Zebu 
Rusty Repp – Loganville, Ga.
Red Angus
Greg Schilling – Lubbock, Tex
Red Poll
Dr. Jim Sanders  – 
       College Sation, Tex. 
Santa Gertrudis
Blake Nelson – Warner, Okla.  
Shorthorn
Blake Bloomberg – 
	 College Station, Tex.
Simbrah
Randy Daniel – Colbert, Ga.  
Simmental
Randy Daniel – Colbert, Ga.  
Texas Longhorn
Dr. Bill Able – Miami, Okla.  
Zebu
Brant Poe – Brenham, TX
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RESIDUE AVOIDANCE PROGRAM
In cooperation with the Texas Veterinary Medical Association 
and with the approval of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
the Show developed a residue avoidance program for all 
junior market animals. 

The Show extensively tests selected animals, and any animal 
testing positive will be disqualified. Additionally, all prize and 
sale monies for market auction animals are held until drug 
tests are completed.

The Show continually aims to assure consumers that their 
animal purchases from the market auctions are safe, whole-
some products, free from any substance residue.

animal health
All animals brought to the Houston Livestock Show™ must 
arrive with health certificates and also are inspected upon 
arrival. 

HAND SANITIZING STATIONS
Hand sanitizing stations are located at the entrance of each 
exhibit hall in Reliant Center, and near the pony rides, pet-
ting zoos, birthing center, and various locations throughout 
Capital One Bank AGventure. Outdoors, the stations can be 
found in each food tent, and by the petting zoo and pig races. 
Housed in little red barns, these waterless hand sanitizers 
are easy to see and use for visitors of all ages. Guests are 
encouraged to use the hand sanitizers and the sinks in the 
restrooms to clean their hands frequently.

Livestock & 
Public Health
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The Top Hands Horse Show offers riders from organizations 
that are involved in established hippotherapy (therapeutic 
riding) programs affiliated with the North American Riding for 
the Handicapped Association or the Special Olympics to take 
part in a unique experience. 

All ages compete in six events: showmanship at halter, 
English equitation, Western equitation, trail, pole bending 
and barrel racing. The show is divided into divisions based 
on assistance needed in order to enable a variety of levels of 
physically challenged riders to participate. 

Hippotherapy is a fun, freeing therapeutic way to strengthen 
muscles and improve balance. It can also improve concentra-
tion and build confidence while providing new freedom for the 
riders. Often, riding is the only activity where these riders are 
able to be mobile and in control.

These “Top Hands” personify strength and perseverance in 
a way that ensures there is never a dry eye in the house. 
Coaches, volunteers, family members and spectators realize 
they have witnessed an extraordinary event that can change 
the lives of everyone involved. The show of courage exhib-
ited by superior riders who continually break barriers not only 
in the arena, but also in their lives drives this unique experi-
ence. 

The 2008 Top Hands Horse Show will be held in Reliant 
Arena Friday, Feb. 28 and Saturday, March 1, at 8 a.m.

Top Hands 
Horse Show



Educational 
Programs
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Educational 
Programs

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
Since the first scholarship was presented in 1957, more 
than $120 million has been contributed in scholarships and 
educational support to the youth of Texas. The Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo™ educational program touches the 
lives of thousands of young Texans each year. In the fall of 
2007, 2,022 students were enrolled at 88 Texas colleges and 
universities on direct Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
scholarships. This is the reason why thousands of volunteers 
give so freely of their time, talents and financial support.

All recipients of Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo scholar-
ships must demonstrate academic potential, citizenship/lead-
ership and financial need, and they must attend a Texas col-
lege or university. Following is a sketch of the Show’s diverse 
educational programs.

2008 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS
Metropolitan Scholarships

•	 four-year, $15,000 scholarships 
•	 Houston-area students from public school districts in 

Brazoria, Chambers, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, 
Liberty, Montgomery and Waller counties

•	 209 awards 
•	 largest of the Show’ scholarship program

4-H and FFA Scholarships
•	 four-year, $15,000 scholarships 
•	 70 Texas 4-H’ers and 70 Texas FFA members
•	 Recipients all are actively involved in the 4-H or 

FFA program and are selected by representatives of 
the Texas 4-H Foundation and the Texas Education 
Agency, respectively.

Area Go Texan Scholarships
•	 Each of the 60 Area Go Texan counties is guaran-

teed a four-year, $15,000 scholarship for an eligible 
student from their respective areas.

Opportunity Scholarships
•	 100, four-year, $15,000 scholarships 
•	 Houston-area students from public school districts in 

Brazoria, Chambers, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, 
Liberty, Montgomery and Waller counties 

•	 based on financial need, academics, leadership and 
community involvement 
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School Art Scholarships
•	 Recipients of School Art scholarships qualify 

through their participation in the School Art Pro-
gram. 

•	 Fifteen four-year, $15,000 college scholarships are 
awarded. 

Endowments
In addition to students receiving scholarship assistance di-
rectly from the Show, other students become Show scholars 
through the organization’s scholarship endowment program. 
These awards, generally made on a semester basis by the 
institution, result from interest earned on endowment funds 
presented to colleges and universities.

DEDICATED Endowments
The Show also has a dedicated scholarship endowment 
program, which allows individuals and corporations to set up 
dedicated scholarship endowment funds with the Show.

Other SCHOLARSHIP Opportunities
The Show also awards:

•	 10 four-year, $15,000 FCCLA (Family Career and 
Community Leaders of America) scholarships

•	 Graduate assistantships for students pursuing 
advanced degrees in agriculture at participating 
universities

•	 Eight scholarships for students pursuing doctor 
of veterinary medicine degrees at the Texas A&M 
University College of Veterinary Medicine

•	 Four scholarships for students enrolled in the Texas 
Christian University Ranch Management Program
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In addition to the four-year scholarships presented to the 
4-H, FFA and FCCLA (Family Career and Community Lead-
ers of America) groups every year, the Houston Livestock 
Show and RodeoTM provides additional support through other 
programs.

The Show annually provides funds for the Texas 4-H Con-
gress, a leadership training conference attended by approxi-
mately 600 outstanding young men and women from around 
the state. Every other year the congress is held in Austin 
where the 4-H members learn about the state’s political 
process.

Financial assistance is provided each year to members of 
Texas FFA teams advancing to the FFA national contests. 
Teams practice many hours to become proficient in leader-
ship, judging and developing skills in major agricultural areas. 
The Show provides money to help reduce travel expenses for 
the winning teams’ participation at the national level.

Additionally, the Show donates money for FFA and 4-H 
leadership programs, including the state leadership training 
conferences. 

FFA, FCCLA & 
4-H Support
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The Rodeo Institute for Teacher ExcellenceTM is an innovative 
Show program that was created in May, 1997. This program 
focuses on improving the reading skills of students as young 
as pre-kindergarten age. RITE trains teachers in specialized 
reading and classroom management skills primarily for stu-
dents in pre-kindergarten classes through second grade.

This program was launched by the Show after research and 
evaluation identified reading proficiency as a key element in in-
fluencing a child’s potential for success in school and in later life.

Teacher candidates are drawn from elementary schools with 
identified “at-risk” populations (students who are classified 
as having a high potential for dropping out of the educational 
system). The program involves Houston, Kindleton, Spring and 
Aldine Independent School Districts. 

Master teachers or teacher trainers instruct RITE participants 
during special training sessions each summer, focusing on pho-
nics-based reading and classroom management techniques.

Upon completion of the institute training, participants are as-
signed to one of the master teachers for a year long program 
of follow-up and support. Each master teacher visits the 
classroom of her assigned teacher, supervises her instruc-
tional practices, and offers advice, assistance and reinforce-
ment of acquired skills. Monthly meetings also are held for 
all participants and the master teachers to discuss problems, 
share experiences and update progress. 

Students of these institute participants are tested before and 
after to measure their learning achievements during the year 
as a means of evaluating the program and its participants. 

At the heart of the RITE program is the belief that teachers 
are the key to a student’s academic success. By training 
teachers to do their jobs more effectively, chances for these 
students to succeed are greatly increased. The investment is 
measured not only by the number of students that a teacher 
may instruct today, but by those taught throughout a career. 
 
The Show yearly commits $1.5 million to the RITE program 
and has committed nearly $13 million since its inception. 

Rodeo Institute 
for Teacher

 Excellence™
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School Art 
Program

In addition to the thousands of 4-H and FFA members that 
bring their award-winning livestock to the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo™ each year, there are also amazing young 
artists-in-the-making that enter their works of art.

The School Art Program has more than 300,000 entries each 
year. Since 1964, the School Art Program has received more 
than 7 million entries. These exhibitors are not washing and 
brushing animals, they are diligently brushing canvas with 
acrylics or pastels, and shaping sculptures, among other 
things. Participants range from kindergarten through 12th 
grade from 145 different school districts, including private 
and parochial schools. These artists must submit an original 
project based on Western culture, history or heritage.

Every participant in the School Art Program is a winner, 
receiving a certificate of merit, signed by the Show president, 
and a blue, red, or white ribbon for achievement. Special 
recognition is bestowed upon selected works and the artists 
who created them. The Best of Show, Gold Medal and 
Special Merit winners have their work prominently displayed 
in the Show’s Hayloft Gallery throughout the run of the Show.

During the 2008 Show, approximately 50 pieces of art, as 
determined by the Grand Prix Judging, will be auctioned 
Sunday, March 16. 

The 2007 School Art Auction brought in more than  
$1.5 million in sales. The Grand Champion Work of Art —  
“Mamas Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up to Be Cowbirds” — 
sold for a world’s record $163,000, and the Reserve Grand 
Champion Work of Art — “Your Legacy” — sold for a world’s 
record $100,000. 

   



Officials
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The purpose of the Executive Committee is to give aid and 
authority to officers and managers of the Show for the orderly 
operation and management of the Show as a civic and edu-
cational event. The committee also carries out the purposes 
and policies of the board of directors.

		  Joseph T. Ainsworth, M.D.	
Jim Bloodworth

Don A. Buckalew (Lifetime Member)
John Causey (Lifetime Member)

J. M. “Jim” Clepper (Lifetime Member)
John T. Cook

Tilman J. Fertitta
Dick Graves

Don D. Jordan
Stuart Lang

Louis M. Pearce Jr.
Charles R. “Butch” Robinson

John O. Smith
Paul G. Somerville

Keith A. Steffek
R.H. “Steve” Stevens 

Clayton Underwood (Lifetime Member)
P. Michael Wells

James M. Windham Jr. (Lifetime Member)

	

Executive 
Committee
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Each officer of the Houston Livestock Show and RodeoTM is 
elected by the board of directors at its yearly meeting follow-
ing the Show’s annual meeting. Vice presidents are elected 
for one-year terms, serving no more than three successive 
years.

Serving as officer in charge, each officer handles many 
committee assignments. In addition to serving as a Show 
representative, officers provide vital leadership essential to 
keeping the Show vibrant and progressive.

Current Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo officers are:

Chairman of the Board
Paul G. Somerville

President
Skip Wagner

Chief Operating Officer
Leroy Shafer

Vice Presidents
C.A. “Bubba” Beasley

Danny Boatman
Bill Booher

Brandon Bridwell
Rudy Cano

Andrew Dow
James C. Epps III

Charlene Casey Floyd
Rick Greene

Joe Bruce Hancock
Darrell N. Hartman

Dick Hudgins
John R. Morton

John A. Sandling
Marshall R. Smith III 

Griffin D. Winn
James A. “Jim” Winne

A complete list of the Show’s board of directors and Lifetime 
Directors can be found at www.rodeohouston.com.

Show  
Officers
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Chairman of the 
Board

Paul Somerville
Longtime dedicated volunteer 
Paul Somerville was born in 
Pennsylvania into a military family, 
which led to extensive travel as a 
child. He attended the University 
of Missouri, where he majored 
in chemistry and biology and 
participated in varsity athletics. 
Somerville began what would 
become a career in the pipeline 
industry, working as a laborer 
during summer breaks from school.

After college, Somerville started his professional career as 
a quality control laboratory technician for Pecks Products, 
a division of Consolidated Foods of St. Louis. Soon after, 
he was promoted to research chemist. After helping obtain 
three patents for the company, he returned to the pipeline 
industry and held various field operations positions, both 
internationally and domestically. He eventually joined 
a Reading and Bates subsidiary, Associated Pipe Line 
Contractors, Inc. In 1985, he and several associates bought 
that subsidiary, of which he is now chairman and CEO. 
Somerville has been an active leader in various industry 
organizations, including service as a past president of the 
Pipe Line Contractors Association and as a director of the 
International Pipe Line Contractors Association.

Somerville’s involvement with the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo™ began in 1978. He has been an active member 
of the International Committee since 1978, serving as its 
chairman from 1992 to 1994. After attending the Show for 
several years, he joined the Skybox Committee, on which he 
was rookie of the year, team captain of the high sales team 
and eventually vice chairman of the committee. Somerville 
became a member of the board of directors in 1989 and 
served as vice president/treasurer of the Show from 1995 
to 1997. He and his family have been involved as Show 
corporate contributors, as members of Wagon 4 on the 
Salt Grass Trail Ride and as champion buyers at the junior 
auctions for several years. Somerville is also a member of 
the Tejas Vaqueros trail ride group.
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In addition to holding leadership positions in various work-
related organizations, Somerville is actively involved with 
numerous other charitable, civic and cultural organizations. 
In the academic arena, he serves on the Dean’s Advisory 
Council at the University of Missouri School of Engineering, 
Columbia, Mo.

His daughter, Courtney, who, according to her proud 
father, has been a life member of the Show since the day 
she was born, and attends The University of Texas at 
Austin. His late wife, Kathy, served on the International 
Committee, was a past chairman of the Ladies’ Season Box 
Committee and was vice chairman of the School Art Auction 
Committee. The Somervilles received numerous awards and 
acknowledgements for their charitable work.

Somerville immerses himself in volunteer work for the 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo because he enjoys 
working with the people, counting them among his best 
friends in the world. He said, “This organization is amazing. 
Over the years, my wife, my friends and I have had a lot of 
fun volunteering, and kids are benefiting from that fun!”
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President
Skip Wagner

Skip Wagner started his Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo™ 
career in 1992, serving as assistant 
general manager, primarily focused 
on the grounds entertainment, 
operations and fund-raising aspects 
of the event. Wagner continued in 
this capacity with the Show until 
2000.

From 2000 through 2003, Wagner 
was president and general 
manager of the Oklahoma State Fair in Oklahoma City. 

In 2004, Wagner returned to Houston, and, in 2005, became 
president and CEO of the Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo. He works with more than 19,000 volunteers and 
a great staff to ensure that the Show remains the premier 
entertainment and civic event in the Southwest. The 75th 
anniversary, celebrated in 2007, was the biggest and best 
ever, resulting in a record $16 million being contributed to 
programs benefiting Texas youth and education.

Wagner graduated from Oklahoma State University in 1982 
with a degree in chemical engineering, and from Harvard 
Business School in 1986 with a master’s degree in business 
administration. In addition to the organizations mentioned 
above, Wagner worked for Conoco for two years, a start-
up software company for two years and the management 
consulting company, McKinsey and Co. for four years just 
prior to joining the Rodeo.

Wagner and his wife, Cindy, have been married 25 years 
and have four children. He currently serves on the board of 
directors for the Greater Houston Convention and Visitors 
Bureau and the Mays Business School Development 
Counsel. Wagner’s personal interests include teaching young 
adult Bible classes, coaching youth sports, running and golf.



General 
Information
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Agricultural Mechanics
All Breeds Livestock Sales
Area Go Texan
Black Heritage
Breeders Greeters
Calf Scramble Arena
Calf Scramble Donors
Calf Scramble Greeters
Carnival Ticket Sales
Commercial Exhibits 
Communications & 
       Special Services
Corporate Development
Corral Club General
Corral Club – Division I
– At Large 
– Auctions & Receptions 
– Equipment 
– Special Services 
– Ticket Sales 
Corral Club – Division II
– Committeemen’s Club 
– The Hideout 
– Main Club 
– Stockman’s Club
Corral Club – Division III
– The Cantina 
– Chute Club 
– Directors’ Club 
– Level East 
– Level West 
– Sky Suites 
– Suites East 
– Suites West 
Directions and Assistance 
Endowment
Equipment Acquisition 
Events and Functions 
Facility Services
Gatekeepers
Go Tejano

Go Texan Contests
Grand Entry
Graphics & Signage
Health
Horse Show
– Appaloosa 
– Arabian/Half-Arabian 
– Cutting Horse 
– Donkey and Mule 
– Junior Horse 
– Paint 
– Palomino 
– Quarter Horse 
Horse Show – Ranch Rodeo
Horse Show – Team Penning 
   and Ranch Sorting
Horse Show Announcers 
Horse Show Awards
Horse Show Equipment
Horspitality 
Houston General Go Texan
Houston Metro Go Texan
International
Judging Contests
Junior Commercial Steer 
   Feeding and Management 
Jr. Rodeo 
Ladies’ Go Texan
Lamb and Goat Auction 
Legal Advisory 
Lifetime Vice Presidents
Livery Team 
Livestock
Llama
Magazine
Membership
Parade
Poultry Auction
Rabbit 
Ranching and Wildlife
Rodeo Contestant Hospitality

Committees

Following is a list of the 2008 
Houston Livestock Show and RodeoTM 

volunteer committees:
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Rodeo Express
Rodeo Merchandise
Rodeo Operations
Rodeo Ticket Sales
Safety
School Art
School Art Auction
Sheep & Goat
Souvenir Program 
Speakers
Special Attractions
Special Children’s

Steer Auction
Swine Auction
Trail Ride
Trailblazer
Transportation
Veterinarian
Western Art
Western Heritage Community 
   Challenge
Wine Auction 
Wine Competition
World’s Championship 
   Bar-B-Que



143

Committee 
Volunteers

Producing the world’s largest livestock show and rodeo is 
made possible each year with the help of approximately 
19,000 volunteers. These dedicated individuals come from 
all walks of life: lawyers, doctors, homemakers, teachers and 
more! These people all join together for one common mission 
— benefiting youth, supporting education, and facilitating bet-
ter agricultural practices through exhibitions and presentation.

Serving on more than 90 different committees, these volun-
teers keep the vision of the Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo™ alive. They commit their time, talents and resources 
to support the youth of Texas, plus share a passion for the 
Show’s Western heritage and family entertainment. Com-
mittees range from Livestock to Carnival Ticket Sales, and 
Breeders Greeters to Gatekeepers.  

The efforts of the volunteers are most apparent during the 
Show when they are assisting exhibitors, providing hospi-
tality, greeting guests, coordinating competitions and even 
selling merchandise. But in a year’s time, volunteers donate 
an average of 67.7 hours of service each to the Show. This 
includes their year-round efforts, such as raising money for 
scholarships, planning and organizing fashion shows and 
dances, giving speeches about the Show, working with auc-
tion buyers, setting up the grounds, and much more. The 
value of the volunteer hour is estimated at $18.77, which 
would equal to more than $21 million a year. 

These volunteers are the lifeblood of the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo. Their pay-off comes in the form of satisfac-
tion when the scholarships are handed out, when the Grand 
Champion Steer is auctioned or when a calf is caught in the 
calf scramble.  

Leading this family of volunteers is a group that is vital to the 
organization’s structure and success — the committee chair-
men. Each of these men and women serves as an example 
of leadership and sees that all committee objectives are met, 
all while upholding the Show’s standard of excellence.
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Direct 
Expenditures and 
Economic Impact

Although the financial impact of the Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo™ is felt by individuals and businesses directly involved with the 
organization, numerous other outlets throughout the city — as well as 
the entire globe — receive economic benefits from this massive event.

TOTAL DIRECT EXPENDITURES IN 
HOUSTON METRO:	 $179,214,840

TOTAL “NEW MONEY” FROM OUTSIDE 
HOUSTON METRO:	 $84,197,653
Economic impact of “new money” in METRO 
(2.5 economic multiplier):	 $210,494,132
Economic impact of remaining expenditures 
(1.0 multiplier) in METRO:	 $95,017,187

NEW MONEY IMPACT AND REMAINING 
EXPENDITURES:	 $305,511,319

Import substitution effect (on remaining expenditures):	 38,570,734

TOTAL ESTIMATED ECONOMIC IMPACT 
IN THE HOUSTON METRO:	 $344,082,053

TOTAL DIRECT EXPENDITURES 
OUTSIDE HOUSTON METRO:	 $42,737,734

Note: All of the money spent outside the METRO was new to the areas 
of the expenditures. Because the “economic engines” of the various 
areas are unknown to the Show, no economic multiplier is applied. 

TOTAL DIRECT EXPENDITURES (world-wide):	 $221,952,574

Economic impact in the Houston METRO:	 $344,082,053
Direct expenditures outside the Houston METRO:	 $42,737,734

TOTAL WORLD-WIDE ECONOMIC IMPACT:	 386,819,787

Total hotel/motel room nights in the Houston METRO:	 204,082

Total hotel/motel guest nights in the Houston METRO:	 465,512

Total guest/spectator/contestant/exhibitor meals:	 1,970,289

NOTE: This economic impact data is extracted from actual records and 
data, estimated data, and assumed updates from previous economic im-
pact studies conducted in 1974, 1980, 1986 and 1989. All baseline data is 
referenced to the extensive impact study conducted and analyzed in 1989. 
Because of the methodology, an error margin of +/- 7 percent is assumed.



145

Official Show 
Sponsors

heritage partners
         Reliant Energy                   Ford   

The Coca-Cola Company         Miller Lite

title sponsors
Capital One Bank         Ford          McDonald’s
Texas Farm Bureau Insurance Companies   

official providers
Cat Lift Trucks/Adobe Equipment

Ford
IKON Office Solutions
Shoppa’s Farm Supply

Siemens
Verizon Wireless

Waste Mangement

Aflac
AIM Investments
Borden Milk Products
BP America
CGGVeritas
Clear Channel Outdoor
ConocoPhillips
Continental Airlines
Diageo
Estereo Latino 102.9
Fiesta Mart
Ford
The Coca-Cola Company
I W Marks Jewelers

Event / activity sponsors
Houston-Area Ford Dealers
Justin Boots
Key Energy Services
M. D. Anderson Cancer     
    Center 
100.3 KILT 
The New 93Q Radio
Kroger Food Stores
Miller Lite
Randalls
State Farm
Valero
Wal-Mart
Washington Mutual

The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo™ is generously 
supported by a distinguished group of sponsors, who, along 
with the approximately 19,000 volunteers and 2 million Show 
visitors, help produce a magnificent Show each year. 
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The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo™ is the heartbeat 
of the Southwest, beating powerfully with approximately 
19,000 volunteers who annually contribute their time, 
resources and talent as part of the world’s largest livestock 
exhibition, world’s largest rodeo and premier entertainment 
event. 

Since the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo was 
established, it has made an impressive footprint on the 
livestock and entertainment industries and in the sport of 
rodeo. It also has played a notable role in enhancing the lives 
of thousands of young people in the state of Texas.

Following is a historical sketch of the milestones of Houston’s 
most popular event, the changes it has undergone and the 
development it has seen in the past 75 years: 

JANUARY, 1931
The Houston Fat Stock Show and Livestock Exposition is 
established after seven men meet for lunch at the Texas 
State Hotel.

APRIL, 1932
The first Show is held at the Democratic Convention Hall.

1937
The Democratic Convention Hall is demolished — no Show 
is held while the Sam Houston Coliseum is being built.

1938
The Houston Fat Stock Show is held in the Sam Houston 
Coliseum for the first time.

The first rodeo, horse show and downtown parade are held in 
conjunction with the Show.

1942
Gene Autry, “the Singing Cowboy,” debuts as the first star 
entertainer.

The calf scramble event is added to the rodeo performance.

1952
The first trail ride — the Salt Grass — commences, as four 
men make the journey on horseback from Brenham, Texas, 
to Houston.

History
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1954
The Houston Rodeo becomes RCA-sanctioned (now PRCA 
– Professional Rodeo Cowboy’s Association). 

1957
Houstonian Ben Dickerson is presented the Show’s first 
major educational scholarship, a $2,000 award.

1961
The organization’s name officially changes to the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo.

1966
The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo moves from the 
Sam Houston Coliseum to the Astrodome complex. The 
first performance in the new domed stadium draws 25,340 
spectators, and attendance even tops 40,000 for one 
performance ... almost five times the number of people the 
Coliseum could hold. 

The organization’s signature “Bowlegged H” logo is designed.

The Show builds the Livestock Exposition Building, called the 
Astrohall.

1968
The 12-acre Astrohall is expanded by 4 acres, providing 
more exhibit space and meeting rooms.

1970
The Show launches a research program at an annual 
commitment of $100,000 to various Texas colleges in support 
of research studies.

Elvis Presley’s Feb. 27 performance sets an all-time 
attendance record with 43,614 spectators in the Astrodome, 
a record that remains unchallenged until eight years later. 

1973
Two additional acres are added to the Astrohall, resulting in 
permanent administrative offices, meeting rooms and exhibit 
space as well as the Super Sales Salon (site of the junior 
market auctions and commercial animal sales until 1991).

1974
The first World’s Championship Bar-B-Que Contest is held.

1975
The 6,000-seat Astroarena is completed.

1977
All four-year, $4,000 scholarships are increased to $6,000 
awards.
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1980
More space is added to both the east and west ends of the 
Astrohall.

1983
The organization increases all four-year, $6,000 awards to 
$8,000 awards.

The Show adds acreage to the Astroarena in a project 
partially funded by the Houston Sports Association and Harris 
County. This phase represents the first time that the Show 
does not totally fund construction of exhibition facilities.

1986
The Show introduces a new, state-of-the-art stage for its 
performers, featuring a 40-foot turntable and a sophisticated 
lighting system.

The 54th Show, held Feb. 18 – March 2, was the year of 
the Texas Sesquicentennial Celebration. The Show was 
one of the few associations in the state to be designated 
as an official organization of the Texas Sesquicentennial 
Association. Several activities were planned to help celebrate 
the state’s 150th birthday. 

1989
The Show expands its scholarship program to include 
students in the Houston Metropolitan area.

1990
The Show hosted a special rodeo for the Economic Summit 
of Industrialized Nations in July, 1990, attended by President 
George H.W. Bush, United States; President Jacques Delors, 
European Commission; Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti, 
Italy; Chancellor Helmut Kohl, Germany; President Francois 
Mitterand, France; Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, Britain; 
and Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, Canada.  

1991
An additional 4.8 acres in the Astroarena result in committee 
volunteer meeting rooms, a club, a restaurant, auction 
arenas and additional space for commercial exhibits. Harris 
County shares the costs of this additional construction.

1992
All four-year, $8,000 scholarships are upgraded to $10,000 
awards. The increase is retroactive, and every student on a 
four-year scholarship receives an additional $500 per year.

1994
The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo is broadcast for the 
first time ever on pay-per-view television.
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1995
Construction of a 40,920-square-foot warehouse addition is 
completed and donated to the citizens of Harris County. This 
facility stores the Show’s entertainment stage, houses rodeo 
contestants’ horses, provides a warm-up arena for rodeo 
contestants and serves as additional storage during the year.

1996
The Show celebrates 30 years at the Astrodome complex.

RodeoHouston™ is initiated as the official name of the 
Houston Rodeo. 

George Strait breaks the all-time individual turnstile 
attendance record at his Feb. 23 performance with 62,936 
spectators.

1997
The Show’s Web site — www.hlsr.com and 
www.rodeohouston.com — is introduced during the Show 
and the number of inquiries reaches 1.3 million.

Rodeo Institute for Teacher Excellence™ is created to train 
elementary school teachers how to teach students in pre-
kindergarten through third grade how to read.

1998
4-H and FFA scholarships are increased to 60 per program, 
making a total of 120 four-year, $10,000 awards.

1999
Opportunity Scholarships are awarded for the first time to 
students in the Houston area based on financial need and 
academic excellence.

4-H and FFA scholarships are increased for the second year 
in a row. Each commitment is increased to 70 per program, 
for a total of 140 four-year, $10,000 awards.

The Harris County Commissioners Court approves the 
construction of a new exhibition facility on the north side of 
the Astrodome.

Harris County begins construction of new parking lots on the 
west side of Kirby Drive that will provide additional parking 
beginning with the 2000 Show.

Houston becomes the home of a new NFL franchise, and 
the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo moves forward with 
Houston NFL Holdings and Harris County to build a new 
rodeo/football stadium.
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2000
Groundbreaking ceremonies are held in March for the new 
70,000-seat, retractable roof RodeoHouston/NFL stadium. 
The stadium is projected to be complete in time for the 2002 
football season and the 2003 Rodeo.

In June, groundbreaking ceremonies celebrate the beginning 
of construction for the 1.3-million-square-foot Harris County 
Exposition Center, slated to be complete in the spring of 
2002.

Following a three-year pilot program, the Show extends 
its commitment for another three years and provides an 
additional $4.6 million in funding for the Rodeo Institute for 
Teacher Excellence program.

In October, Reliant Energy acquires naming rights for the 
Astrodomain, including the currently-under-construction 
stadium and exposition center. The renamed Reliant Park 
includes the Reliant Astrodome, Reliant Arena, Reliant Hall, 
Reliant Center and Reliant Stadium.

2001
The Show holds its largest ever presentation of scholarships 
when 300 Houston-area students each receive a four-year, 
$10,000 award through the Metropolitan, Opportunity and 
School Art scholarship programs — for a total of $3 million.

Tickets go on sale for the Show’s finale in the Reliant 
Astrodome. The March 3, 2002, concert featuring George 
Strait sells out in less than two hours.

2002
The Show’s concert finale featuring George Strait on  
March 3, 2002, breaks the all-time paid attendance record for 
any event in the Reliant Astrodome with 68,266 spectators.

Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo personnel move into 
new Show offices on the second floor of Reliant Center. 

Reliant Hall is demolished and the site paved for parking.

Reliant Stadium opens with the first Houston Texans pre-
season NFL football game on Aug. 24.

For the first time, Show sponsors are offered category 
exclusivity due to the new advertising and promotional rights 
the Show obtains throughout Reliant Park.

2003
The 71st Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo celebrates 
its first year in its new homes: Reliant Stadium and Reliant 
Center.
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Rodeo paid attendance tops 1 million for the ninth 
consecutive year, for a record-breaking total of 1,215,913. On 
Feb. 28, only the fourth day of the 2003 Show, ticket sales 
have already broken the all-time record which has stood at 
1,133,585 since 1997.
Paid attendance for an individual rodeo performance tops 
70,000 for the first time on Sunday, March 9, with a paid 
attendance of 70,405 for Go Tejano Day.

Allen H. “Buddy” Carruth Plaza is completed at Reliant Park, 
creating a Western sculpture garden that is home to eight 
large-scale bronzes. The plaza is named in honor of Carruth 
who was past president and past chairman of the board of 
the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.

2004
Show attendance hits an all-time high with 1,890,174 visitors.

Rodeo paid attendance tops 1 million for the 10th 
consecutive year, for a total of 1,125,992. 

The all-time paid attendance record for a RodeoHouston 
performance is broken on March 17 with a crowd of 70,668 
filling Reliant Stadium to see world championship rodeo 
action and a concert by Kenney Chesney. 

The World’s Championship Bar-B-Que Contest has a record 
paid attendance of 183,339 visitors.

Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo holds its first Wine 
Competition and Auction, with 873 entries from more than 
200 wineries from around the world and the auction bringing 
in $313,700.

With the 2005 budget approval, the Show reaches the $100 
million mark in educational commitment since 1957. All four-
year scholarships are raised from $10,000 to $12,000.

2005
Rodeo paid attendance tops 1 million for the 11th 
consecutive year, for a total of 1,127,239, the second highest 
paid rodeo attendance in the Show’s history.

The Hideout, a dancehall for those 21 and over to go 
“dancing in the Dome” to live entertainment, returns in a new 
home, Reliant Astrodome.

The RodeoHouston all-time paid attendance record is broken 
twice this year. First, Alicia Keys set the new paid Rodeo 
attendance record on March 4, celebrating Black Heritage 
Day, with an attendance of 72,065. Keys’ record broke Kenny 
Chesney’s 2004 record of 70,668. Then, just two nights later, 
72,843 people packed Reliant Stadium to see RodeoHouston 
with Hilary Duff in concert.
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2006
Rodeo paid attendance tops 1 million for the 12th 
consecutive year, for a total of 1,115,558.

The RodeoHouston all-time paid attendance record breaks 
again this year. A total of 72,867 fans packed Reliant Stadium 
for action-packed rodeo and an electric concert by Brooks 
and Dunn on March 18. Hilary Duff previously held the record 
with 72,843 in attendance in 2005. 

The RodeoHouston performance featuring championship 
rodeo action and concerts by Ramon Ayala and Jay Perez, 
celebrating Go Tejano Day, Sunday, March 12, breaks the 
Show’s all-time rodeo attendance record for Go Tejano Day 
with a paid attendance of 70, 481.

For the first time, all junior market auctions, the School Art 
Auction, and the Wine Auction, top a million dollars each.  

The yearly educational commitment exceeds $8 million. 
Area Go Texan scholarships were increased to 60, $12,000 
awards. An additional $100,000 is committed to graduate 
assistantships and grants. 

2007
The Show celebrates its 75th anniversary and “The Year of 
the Volunteer.” 
 
The Show celebrates the 50th anniversary of the educational 
programs. All four-year, $12,000 scholarships are increased 
to $15,000 each. The Show’s yearly educational commitment 
exceeds $10.6 million.
 
Rodeo paid attendance tops 1 million for the 13th 
consecutive year, for a total of 1,176,436. The World’s 
Championship Bar-B-Que Contest attendance records soar 
with 190,913 general attendance topping the previous high of 
171,428. 
 
RodeoHouston introduces its Super Series format. 
The Rodeo purse increased to $1.2 million, making 
RodeoHouston the world’s richest, regular-season PRCA 
rodeo. Each RodeoHouston event champion walks away with 
$50,000. 
 
The all-time paid Rodeo attendance record is broken with 
73,291 fans watching championship rodeo action and Miley 
Cyrus as Hannah Montana and the Cheetah Girls perform on 
March 4. 
 
Reba McEntire is inducted into the Star Trail of Fame, joining 
other legends Gene Autry, Roy Rogers, Charley Pride, Elvis 
Presley and George Strait. 
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For the second consecutive year, all junior market auctions 
and the School Art Auction top a million dollars each, bringing 
auction sales to the highest total recorded, $8,495,132. 
 
2008 
RodeoHouston Super Series purse is increased by $122,898, 
resulting in a $1,322,898 payout to the Super Series athletes. 
The RodeoHouston purse will increase by more than 
$100,000 in each of the next three years.
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Show-licensed products are available through a variety of 
outlets: Rodeo Merchandise Committee displays in conjunc-
tion with Show merchandise booths during the Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo; year-round sales at the Go Texan 
Store at Reliant Stadium; a store in Terminal E at William P. 
Hobby Airport, and through the online store.

For online shoppers, the exciting opportunity to purchase and 
wear Show products begins at www.rodeohouston.com or 
www.hlsr.com. With Internet access and the click of a mouse, 
visitors to the Web site can purchase a variety of products 
ranging from buckles and caps to shirts and blankets. Shop-
pers start by creating a password-protected account and then 
can add items to their shopping cart.

Online merchandise includes Rodeo-themed shirts, a limited 
edition pin set, collectible annual buckles, and a great collec-
tion of watches and jewelry items. The list of merchandise will 
continue to grow and change, so shoppers will be able to find 
a variety of items every day of the year. 

Official Houston 
Livestock Show and 

Rodeo ™ Merchandise
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