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Beef Production Phases
• Production

– Cow-calf
• Transition

– Weaning
– Preconditioning
– Backgrounding







Beef Cattle Averages
Gestation, days                      280
Birth weight, lb.                       80
Weaning age, mos.                      7
Weaning weight, lbs.               500
Age @ 1st calving, yr.                   2
Cow mature weight, lb.           1275
# calves in lifetime                     8
Daily Forage intake, lb.              32
Milk Production, lb./day             20
Preweaning calf gain, lb./day    1.75





Beef Production Phases
• Growing
– Stocker Cattle
• Winter Annual grass/crops
• Spring/Summer grass 

• Fattening
– Feeder Cattle
– Finished Cattle







Beef Production Phases

• Finished Cattle 
• (Where variation in systems differ)

– Feedlot
– Grass





Grassfed/finished







Significant Difference Between 
Grain and Forage Finishing 
Systems
• Cattle are transported to better 

growing environments and/or 
resources on a seasonal basis in most 
grain finishing programs.







the Beef Industry …
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Beef Industry Jargon

• Beef Cattle (Primary Use Meat)
– Non Dairy Breeds

• Angus
• Red Angus
• Hereford
• Charolais
• Simmental
• Brahman
• Brangus
• Beefmaster
• Etc.







































Beef Industry Jargon

• Novelty Cattle (Primary Use Meat)
• Longhorn
• Galloway - Belted
• Devon
• White Park
• Dutch Belted
• Dexter
• Miniature Herefords
• Low-line Angus





















Beef Industry Jargon

• Sport Cattle (Primary Use “Rodeo”)
• Longhorn
• Corrientes
• Bucking Stock



Beef Industry Jargon

• Dairy Cattle (Primary use is Milk)
– Holstein
– Jersey
– Brown Swiss
– Guernsey
– Ayrshire







Beef Industry Jargon

• Change of Career Cattle
– Dairy Breeds

• Market Cows
– Sport Cattle
– Novelty Breeds







Source: Beef2Live



Beef Production System
(94,759,000 head) (2020)

• Beef Cattle (31,765,700)
– Calf Production (27,000,845)
– Market Cows and Bulls (4,765,000)

• Dairy Cattle (9,353,000)
– Male Calves (4,500,000)
– Market Cows (2,550,000)

• Stocker Cattle (30,000,000)??
• Feedlot Cattle (14,370,000)







12 states
60% of total





What does the mix look like?

How uniform are our cattle?





















Beef Production



Beef Production







Most feeder cattle, whether finished with grain or forages, 
spend at least half of their lives on pasture of some sort
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